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Since it was first held, more than two decades ago, the Drives & Controls Show has established itself as the
leading UK event for motion engineering, automation and power transmission, and the only one dedicated
to this vital sector of engineering and manufacturing. Every two years, leading suppliers of technologies
such as variable-speed drives, motors, sensors, PLCs, mechanical power transmission equipment (including
gearboxes, chains, belts, bearings, brakes, clutches and couplings) and test & measurement products,
gather in Birmingham to exhibit and demonstrate their latest developments. The show also attracts
companies offering services such as machine safety engineering, training, and repairs and maintenance.

The Drives & Controls Show runs alongside our other leading industry events that include - Fluid Power &
Systems, Air-Tech and Plant & Asset Management and MACH, organised by the MTA. These shows
constitute the UK’s largest event for the manufacturing sector.

In 2016, we attracted more than 400 exhibitors and over 13,000 visitors.

In 2018, all of these exhibitions, including the Drives & Controls Show, will be moving to the “new” section
of the National Exhibition Centre, where they will be joined by our new event - Smart Industry Expo.

To receive a copy of the exhibitor’s brochure for the 2018 show, please contact Nigel Borrell
07818 098000 email nigel@drives.co.uk or Sara Gordon 01732 370340 sara@dfamedia.co.uk

www.drives-expo.com

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

For more than 30 years, Drives & Controls has been the magazine
that readers turn to for news and information on the worlds of
motion control, automation and mechanical power
transmission. We also provide comprehensive coverage of allied
subjects such as machine safety, industrial communications,
hydraulics, pneumatics and sensors.

Drives & Controls is widely regarded as the leading UK
publication in the motion control and automation market. 
There are several reasons for this.

For a start, we are part of a small, focussed organisation – our
only other publications are Hydraulics & Pneumatics, Plant &
Works Engineering, Power Electronics Europe, Aftermarket and the
recently-launched Smart Machines & Factories – so we are close
to the market we serve, and know it well.

Second, we have built up a reputation for editorial quality and
integrity. Unlike many other technical publications, we do not
charge so-called “colour separation fees” or demand other
payments for items to be included in editorial sections of the
magazine. For example, every item in our comprehensive new
products section is chosen by the editorial team on the basis of
its potential interest to our readers and on its topicality – not on
whether someone is prepared to pay for it to be included.

Another distinguishing feature is the breadth and depth of our
news coverage of both technological and business issues. We
report not only on UK developments, but also on news from the
global automation industry, which inevitably has implications for
the UK market. As well as the wide-ranging news coverage in our

printed editions, we
also carry the latest
news on our global
Web site, often in
greater depth than is
possible in the magazine.  

Then there is our exhibition,
which has established itself as
an almost unmissable event
for anyone wanting to keep up-to-date
with developments in our sector. It has a
feelgood factor that is missing from many other
exhibitions that are organised by anonymous groups with no
real knowledge of the industry their shows are targeting. 

The Drives & Controls Show is held at the NEC Birmingham,
alongside our other key industrial events: Air-Tech, Fluid Power
and Systems, Plant & Asset Management and the newly
launched Smart Industry Expo, all co-located with MACH thus,
creating the UK’s biggest engineering event. Held biennially
since 2006, it has established itself as the most important
meeting place for the UK manufacturing industry. In 2018, the
exhibition is moving to new halls at the NEC (Halls 8,9 & 10).

Drives and Controls has carved a unique place among British
technical magazines, and we are building and expanding from
this solid base. We thank those that have supported us so far,
and look forward to working with you again in the future. 

Tony Sacks,  Editor

The UK’s leading exhibition for Drives, Automation,
Power Transmission and Motion Control Equipment 
10-12 APRIL 2018,  NEC BIRMINGHAM
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� RENEWABLES SUPPLEMENT
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World’s biggest solar 

power project is completed

in just eight months

I
ndia has se

t itself the a
mbitious goa

l

of having 1
75GW of renewable

generation
 capacity in

stalled by 2
022

– enough t
o power 60 million homes.

By 2030, it w
ants 40% of its energ

y to come

from renewable source
s.

Generating c
lean, renew

able electri
city is

crucial for a
 country where nearly

 300

million peopl
e – about a

 quarter of 
its

population
 – currently

 have no ac
cess to

electricity. E
ven when people

 are

connected 
to the grid,

 they face f
requent

power disruptio
ns.

India is aim
ing to be o

ne of the w
orld’s

three fastes
t-growing econom

ies by 2020
.

It has the w
orld’s secon

d-largest

population
 with more than a b

illion peopl
e,

and its dem
and for ene

rgy is expec
ted to

double by 2
040.

Due, in part, 
to its heavy

 reliance on
 fossil

fuel energy
, India suffe

rs from some of the

world’s worst pollutio
n. Last November, for

example, pollutio
n in New Delhi was its

worst for 17 y
ears, with a thick s

mog

engulfing t
he city, clos

ing schools
 and

stopping co
nstruction w

ork. This was not

an isolated
 incident.

India has a 
vast potent

ial for harne
ssing

solar energ
y with around 

300 clear su
nny

days a year.
 Its governm

ent believe
s that

India is becoming a world leader in the harnessing of solar energy.

It has recently inaugurated the world’s largest solar plant, and has

started work on a new project that will cover more than 40km2

and generate more than 2,000MW.

A small section of the vast Kamuthi solar

power project, which is currently the

world’s largest – but probably not for long

Automated waterless cleaning systems, powered by

their own solar panels, ensure that the output from the

Kamuthi photovoltaic modules is not a(ected by dust

and sand

 
   

     

TECHNOLOGY � 

OMRON IN JAPAN HAS announced a newgeneration of proximity sensors which, itclaims, have the world’s longest sensingdistances. The E2E-Next sensors havealmost twice the sensing distance of thecompany’s previous models. According toOmron, this will result in substantial savingsfor users because the new sensors are lesslikely to collide with other objects, thusavoiding costly plant shutdowns needed toreplace them.
The sensors will be available in fourshielded sizes from M8 to M30, as well as anunshielded M30 format. For a shielded M12version, the sensing distance has increasedfrom 3mm to 7mm, while for an unshieldedM30 version, the distance has beenextended from 20mm to 40mm.The sensors also use a new mountingsystem, called the e-jig, that reduces thetime taken to replace them after a failure,from around ten minutes to just 10seconds. Setting up the sensors is nolonger a trial-and-error process until thecorrect sensing distance has beenestablished. It can be done rapidly, withoutneeding any adjustments, Omron says.This means that the time needed torecover after a sensor failure – typicallyabout an hour because of the time neededto check the failed parts, dismantle theequipment, and replace, wire and checkthe new sensors – could drop to about 50minutes.

The new sensors are aimed, in particular,

at automotive assembly and parts factories.In Japan, these factories typically lose 10–60 million yen (£67,000–403,000) if they areforced to stop for an hour.Before developing the new sensors, Omronconducted a survey at engine parts plants andfound that unexpected stoppages at these sitesaverage around 1,600 hours per hear – 240 hoursof which (15%) are caused by malfunctions andcollisions involving proximity sensors. Omronestimates that its new devices could reduce suchstoppages from the average of 240 hours to just67 hours per year – equivalent to cutting totalunplanned plant stoppages by more than 10%.The company predicts that increasingthe devices’ sensing distances will alsoreduce malfunctions caused by wear andvibrations. The limited sensing distances ofearlier proximity sensors meant that they

were more susceptible to detection faultscaused by items moving out of the sensor’snarrow range.
Another problem with previousproximity sensors was that theirperformance could be a;ected by changesin the ambient temperature. The newsensors incorporate hybrid analogue-digitalchips which correct for changes intemperature and minimise their e;ect onsensing distances. According to Omron,this helps to achieve long, stable sensingdistances.

The new sensors are said to be the <rsttwo-wire proximity sensors to use suchchips. Temperature compensation is notpossible using conventional analoguechips, Omron says.
www.omron.com
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Some of Omron's new generation of proximity sensors have detecting ranges that are more than twice as

long as earlier devices

Proximity sensors with ‘world’s longestsensing distances’ could save millions

       :    
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� PRECISION ENGINEERING AND MOTION CONTROL

Sampling the benefits ofprecision motion control

M icrobial air sampling is a criticalcapability in the
pharmaceutical, biomedical andhealthcare industries forensuring laboratory-quality control of asepticprocesses – typically where medicalproducts and equipment are packaged insterile environments.

One the leaders in the air-sampling marketis the Welsh manufacturer Pinpoint Scienti5c,which has recently introduced a modularrange that o4ers users 6exibility across awide range of air sampling tasks. One of thefactors that sets the new ImpactAir samplerapart from competitive products, is its use ofmotion control technology to provide someunique functions.

High-speed air
The device, known as a “slit-to-agar” airsampler, draws air at high speeds through anarrow inlet slit. Particles, includingmicrobes, hit and adhere to an agar surfaceon a petri dish that is subsequently analysedin another process.

By rotating the dish precisely, Pinpointensures that the air is always arrives onto afresh area of the agar, thus reducing thepossibility of “twin impingement” – a

phenomenon where two microbes land atthe same point and appear as a single colonywhen incubated, causing uncertain results.By controlling the speed of rotation andother factors through a stepper-motor-driven miniature gearbox, the sample can becalibrated precisely and comparedconsistently over a series of similar runslasting from a few minutes to several hours.The microbial air sampler is also the 5rst ofits kind to use precision sensors and aminiature stepper-motor-driven linearactuator to adjust the distance between theair inlet and the agar surface automatically.This is a critical factor that can varysigni5cantly depending on to the thicknessof the agar. The introduction of motioncontrols means that the sampler can ensureconsistent microbial air samplingperformance. This capability has beenveri5ed independently by Public HealthEngland, which performed physical andbiological validation tests.Pinpoint worked with the motion systemsspecialist Mclennan to develop the twomotion axes used in the ImpactAir, usingproducts with a proven performance for

applications in medical equipment. Therotation axis uses a precision ovoid-typegearbox with stepper drive to provide120,000 steps per revolution for a 5nalangular positioning resolution of 0.003degrees. 

Precision leadscrewThe vertically mounted Portescap can-stacklinear actuator includes a hollow-shaftstepper motor 5tted with a precisionleadscrew that drives the petri dishmechanics via a preloaded nut arrangement.With the leadscrew and its 48 step/rev motorresolution, a linear resolution of 25 microns isachieved – well within the accuracytolerance for the machine. The steppermotor drive and motion controls areintegrated into the sampler’s control system,which also manages the air6ow and othermachine parameters, either via a built-intouchscreen or via external interfaces.The result of adopting precision motioncontrol has been a compact, reliable,laboratory-quality microbial air sampler,which delivers improved performance, whileremaining competitively priced.�

A Welsh manufacturer of precision air-sampling equipment has turned to motion controls to enhance

the performance and accuracy of its latest microbial air sampler.

Pinpoint Scienti%c’s ImpactAir microbial air sampleruses precision motion controls to enhance itsperformance

September 2017    www.drivesncontrols.com

An ovoid gearbox with a stepperdrive rotates the petri dishes to aresolution of 0.003 degrees
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TRANSPORTATION � 

Encoders check thatAmerica’s Cup yachtsails are ship-shape

S ir Ben Ainslie may have failed in hisbid to bring the America’s Cup toBritain for the <rst time in 166years, but his Land Rover BAR yachtwas bristling with the best in Britishmanufacturing, design and innovation.One example of this is the bespokemagnetic encoders that are used tomonitor the shape of the high-tech wingsat di;erent heights.
In recent years, wing-sail catamaranshave changed the traditional view of whata sail boat should look like. Instead ofconventional sails, these vessels use a “sail-wing” which operates like an aeroplanewing to provide the “lift” that propels theyacht forward. The sail-wing on the BritishAmerica’s Cup yacht is 23.5m tall – similarto the wing-length of an Airbus A320 – andcovers an area of 103m2.Advanced simulations helped the yacht’sdesigners to optimise the complexaerodynamic and hydrodynamic wingstructures made of high-tech compositematerials.

When developing the yacht, its designersrealised that precise knowledge of the wingsettings could be compromised by thetenuous link between the hydraulic actuatorsand the control surfaces (or =aps). Theselinkages consist of ropes with a high degreeof compliance, so the position of eachactuator is often only an approximatemeasure of the actual =ap angle. Thedevelopers brought in metrology expertsfrom Renishaw – a member of Land RoverBAR’s Technical Innovation Group.A team at Renishaw’s encoder productsdivision, led by Dr Finlay Evans, designed a

bespoke magnetic encoder system, basedon an absolute linear cylindrical encodertechnology produced by Renishaw’sSlovenian associate company, RLS. Thisrobust technology, called LinAce, isdesigned to be integrated into hydraulic,pneumatic and electromechanicalactuators as a feedback element forposition or velocity closed-loopapplications.
In the yacht application, a Hall sensorarray detects changes in magnetic <eld asit moves across an arc-shaped metal scalewith a non-repeating pattern of groovesetched into its surface, allowing absolutepositions to be measured. The encodersystem can operate to a resolution of0.5µm over lengths of

up to 500mm and
speeds of up to
5m/s.
The encoders are

used to measure the
camber at four
di;erent levels of
the 23.5m-high
wings, and to
determine the
wing twist pro<le
that will deliver
the maximum
speed. In
lighter winds,
the higher
levels need
more
camber,
while in
strong

winds, some of the energy needs to be“spilled”, so the camber is reduced. Data fromthe sensors is displayed in real time to thevessel’s wing-trimmers, as well as beinglogged for later analysis.
In addition to the encoders installed onthe control surfaces of the wing, similardevices were attached to the vessel’s portand starboard rudders. Numerousadaptations were needed to ruggedise themand to make them durable enough for life atsea. For instance, their read-heads wereencapsulated to protect their internalmicroelectronics, while special gimballedarmatures were designed to isolate theencoder from structural vibrations and wing=ex. Correct ride-height was ensured byusing a magnetic bond between the read-head and its stainless-steel partial arc scale,which incorporates non-repeating patternsused to determine absolute positions.Land Rover BAR also used Renishaw’s 3Dmetal-printing technology to manufactureseveral parts for the boat’s hydraulicsystems.

� A video explaining the use of the encoderson the Land Rover BAR yacht can be seen athttps://goo.gl/ghsZ91 �

The designers of the Land Rover BAR yacht used by the Britishteam in the recent America’s Cup contest turned to industrialencoder technology to ensure that the high-tech sail-wingswere in the optimum shape to extract energy from the wind.

The magnetic encoder system, showing the curvedmetal scale with etched grooves (partially obscured)

      :    
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� NETWORKING

October 2017    www.drivesncontrols.com

Cyber-physical systemsare driving networkinginnovation

T he fourth industrial revolution –known commonly as Industry 4.0 – istaking hold quickly, with the promiseof making manufacturing operations
more responsive, e.cient and 0exible. Made
possible by the connectivity innovationknown as the Industrial Internet of Things
(IIoT), Industry 4.0 relies heavily on advanced
automation, communication and processes
that enable humans, machines andcomponents to collaborate. The ability to connect smart devices and
share the information produced by them is
expected to improve existing business models
and enable new ones to emerge. It’s a

compelling vision, and one that requires well
thought-out planning to build the robust
communication networks capable ofsupporting the cyber-physical integration. 
Today’s industrial automation systems are

comprised of distinct and separate levels,
represented by the classical automationpyramid. They include:� /eld-level devices, such as I/O(input/output) modules, actuators andsensors, and operator terminals;� control-level devices;� a process management level formed of

Scada (supervisory control and dataacquisition) and MESs (manufacturing

execution systems); and� an enterprise-level with business process
and ERP (enterprise resource planning)systems, typically running on servers in data
centres.

Plug-and-produceIn Industry 4.0 environments, the /eld-level
connects to the other levels, which, in turn,
migrate via Industrial Ethernet networks to the
cloud, server farms, or even down to the /eld-
level as well. A fundamental shift is occurring
in these operations towards plug-and-play
models that allow near-immediateimplementation without needing special tools

Communications technologies are essential to the successful implementation

of smart factories. Thomas Schoepf, director of research and development at

Belden Industrial Connectivity, examines how these technologies are

evolving and considers some of the choices that users need to make.
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DRIVES & CONTROLS 2018 EDITORIAL PROGRAMME

This information is provisional and subject to change

2018 Annual Buyer’s Guide for Drives, Automation, 
Power Transmission & Motion Control

2018 Drives & Controls Show Issue and Catalogue

Despatch dates* 2018     Advert deadline
3 January                               22 December
31 January                             24 January
28 February                           21 February
28 April                                   21 March
8 May                                      1 May
11 June                                   4 June
4 July                                       21 June
8 August                                 1 August
11 September                       29 August
22 October                            15 October
21 November                        7 November
21 December                        6 December

DRIVES & CONTROLS EMAIL NEWSLETTER
Drives & Controls’ Newsletter is emailed to more than
22,500 subscribers every month. It carries the latest 
news from the global automation and motion
engineering industry. 

There are opportunities in the newsletters for
leaderboard and skyscraper advertisements, as well as for
sponsored panels. See Online Advertising & Specifications
section for details on rates.

*These are provisional dates. 
The actual despatch dates may vary by a few days.



COMPANY SIZE
Description  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TOTAL
1-49 Employees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9321
50-99 Employees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2226
100-199 Employees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2654
200-499 Employees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2659
500+ Employees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3140
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20000

JOB FUNCTION
Description  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TOTAL
Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9506
General/Corporate Management  . . . . . . . . . .4617
Production . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2483
Research & Development  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1153
Purchasing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .581
Sales & Marketing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .635
Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .443
Consultant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .582
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20000

GEOGRAPHY
Description  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TOTAL
East Anglia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .878
East Midlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2368
London  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .401

Midlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3413
North West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2315
Northern Ireland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .147
Northern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .739
South East . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4473
South West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1701
Scotland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .766
Wales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .883
Yorkshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1845
Other United Kingdom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .71
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20000

MAIN ACTIVITY
Description  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TOTAL
Aerospace.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .955
Automotive / Auto Components  . . . . . . . . . . .518
Banking, Insurance & Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . .7 2
Bricks, Pottery, Glass & Cement  . . . . . . . . . . . . .834
Chemical & Allied Trades
(inc Plastic & Rubber)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .568
Construction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .630
Consulting, Professional
& Scientific Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .963
Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 317
Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174
Electrical/Electronic Manufacturing  . . . . . . .5102

Food, Drink & Tobacco.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1572
Gas, Water, Electricity & Nuclear  . . . . . . . . . . . .681
Health Service / Medical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .318
Instrument Engineering/
Manufacture  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .104
Mechanical Engineering  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1688
Metal Production . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833
Mining and Quarrying . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .555
Oil Production & Exploration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .235
(Other) Manufacturing Industries  . . . . . . . . . . .288
Pharmaceutical Industry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .537
Printing, Paper & Packaging  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1266
Public Admin / Local Authority  . . . . . . . . . . . . .161
Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering . . . . . . . . .253
Textiles, Clothing & Footwear  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .230
Transport & Communications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .190
Warehousing & Distribution  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .956
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20000

READERSHIP BY PRODUCT INTEREST
Description  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TOTAL
Mechanical  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17296
Electrical  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17584
Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19262
Hydraulic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3014
Pneumatic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4028

CIRCULATION ACTIVITY Data provided by DFA Media

CIRCULATION COMPARISON

The best objective data on who’s reading a magazine comes from
the independent Audit Bureau of Circulation (ABC) which every
year analyses and certifies the circulation of many – but not all –
trade magazines. Publishers have to meet strict criteria to qualify for
an ABC certificate. Some of them fail to achieve these criteria.
Others don’t even apply for certification.

As well as showing the total number of copies of a magazine being
distributed, the ABC certificates also breaks down circulations into
“controlled” and “non-controlled”.
Non-Controlled. Non-controlled copies can be sent to anyone.
ABC doesn’t audit who is getting these copies. Drives & Controls has no
non-controlled circulation. But for some other titles in the
industrial press, up to 90% of their circulation is non-controlled.
Controlled. Controlled copies are sent free only to individuals who meet
“terms of control” that define their job title or field of activity.

ABC breaks controlled circulation down into three categories:

n Copies requested by individuals.
n Copies requested for an individual by someone else in an organisation.
n ”Non-requested” copies where the publisher has to show that
the addressee fits the criteria for a defined target group. These
subscriptions may be going to companies that no longer exist or to
individuals who are no longer with a company. For some magazines,
more than 90% of their circulation is non-requested.

The number of requested readerships is therefore the best indication
of who is actually reading a magazine – and who regard the publication
highly enough to ask to subscribe to it. (See graph above.) 

Another important factor is how recently people have asked to
subscribe. In some cases, it may be three years since a subscriber asked
to receive a magazine. The best publishers invest heavily to keep their
requested circulations up-todate. More than 80% 
of Drives & Controls’ readers have asked to subscribe in the 
past 24 months. 

WHO’S READING THE MAGAZINE? WHAT THE ABC FIGURES MEAN

For more than a quarter of a century Drives & Controls has been the
magazine that readers turn to for news and information in the world
of Automation, Motion Engineering and Power Transmission.

In addition, we also provide comprehensive coverage of allied
subjects such as machine safety, robotics, industrial communications,
hydraulics & pneumatics, sensors and machine vision.

Drives & Controls is widely regarded as the No 1 publication for
design engineers working within the automation and motion
engineering markets. Our circulation currently stands at 20,041
copies monthly, and is the highest of all the engineering magazines
claiming to cover our industry, furthermore we have the highest
individually requested readership as confirmed by the Audit Bureau
of Circulations of 17,067. Check for yourself at www.abc.org.uk
For further information, please contact – 
Nigel Borrell, 01732 370341 nigel@drives.co.uk  
Sara Gordon 01732 370340 sara@dfamedia.co.uk
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Example 
of E-Cast

Example of 
Sponsored  Panel

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES

FULL COLOUR
Number of insertions: 1 3 6 10
Full page £3220 £3170 £3100 £3020
Half page £2280 £2205 £2140 £2075
Third page £1977 £1830 £1760 £1699
Quarter page £1288 £1240 £1205 £1185

ADDITIONAL CHARGES
Facing Matter Guaranteed £188
Guaranteed Page Position £205
Solus £385

GATEFOLD FRONT COVER
3 pages + front cover panel
(max 2 per company) £10,119

FRONT COVER PACKAGE
Front Cover Panel + Inside Front Cover £5800

Target your campaign – choose from DFA’s full range of titles and 80k+ contacts from 
Hydraulics and Pneumatics,  Plant & Works Engineering, Smart Machines & Factories, 
Power Electronics Europe and DFA exhibition’s visitor data.

Select by: n Business    n Activity    n Job Function   n Areas of Interest    n Number of Employees

Select from E-Cast or Post.
n Target your campaign to the second, direct to your clients  
n Ability to interrogate results and measure campaign effectiveness
n Plan for future programmes with confidence

PRODUCTS & SERVICES DIRECTORY
Standard size 80 x 40mm: £1080 per annum for 10 issues 
Double size 160 x 40mm: £2000 per annum for 10 issues 

APPOINTMENTS
Quarter Page £988  
Half Page £1655
Full Page £2680

Web site 
Ad Options

Rates: Size 
(pixels)

File size 
(max) Resolution Format

Leaderboard Banner £670 728 x 90 20kB 72dpi gif/jpg/html

Full Banner £490 468 x 60 20kB 72dpi gif/jpg/html

Leaderboard Tile £360 125 x 125 15kB 72dpi gif/jpg/html

Narrow Skyscraper £620 120 x 600 20kB 72dpi gif/jpg/html

Skyscraper £720 160 x 600 20kB 72dpi gif/jpg/html

E-Newsletter 
Ad Options

Rates: Size 
(pixels)

File size 
(max) Resolution Format

Leaderboard Banner £770 468 x 60 20kB 72dpi gif/jpg/html

Skyscraper Banner £670 120 x 600 20kB 72dpi gif/jpg/html

Drives & Controls’ frequently updated global Web site
(www.drivesncontrols.com) has established itself as a
leading online resource for design engineers and technical
managers around the world who are involved in automation,
power transmission and motion control.

Each month, the site typically attracts well over 25,000 page
views and more than 18,000 users, and the numbers are
continuing to grow. (Data from Google Analytics). Banner
advertising on the Web site is available on a cost per month
basis.

DRIVES & CONTROLS ONLINE ANNUAL BUYER’S GUIDE ADVERTISING 
Home page: £2290
Sectional sponsorship: £1360  (there are 24 dedicated sections in the Guide)
Enhanced entry with logo: £570  (includes logo with your entry in the July/August printed Buyer’s Guide)

E-NEWSLETTERS: 
Drives & Controls e-newsletter is sent to approximately 22,500
design engineers every month.

Direct Mail/List rental: £210 per 1,000 (minimum order £500) 
E-Cast rate: £420 per 1,000

ONLINE ADVERTISING & SPECIFICATIONS

DFA DIRECT MAIL & E-CAST SERVICES 

E-Newsletter Sponsored Panel: 
We have created a new initiative which gives a platform
to promote new products or a technical article of your
choosing. This can be linked to your website for further
information. The cost is £650 per month.



Front Cover/Supplement Cover
Panel
Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .182 x 190

Full Page
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254 x 178
Trim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 297 x 210
Bleed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303 x 216

Half Page Horizontal 
Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .124 x 178
Trim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .146 x 210
Bleed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .152 x 216

Half Page Vertical
Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254 x 86
Trim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 297 x 96
Bleed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303 x 102

Third Page
Horizontal Type  . . . . . . . . . . . 80 x 178
Horizontal Trim  . . . . . . . . . . 104 x 178
Horizontal Bleed  . . . . . . . . .110 x 178
Vertical Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254 x 72
Vertical Trim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 297 x 72
Vertical Bleed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303 x 78

Quarter Page
Standard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .124 x 86
Horizontal Type  . . . . . . . . . . . 59 x 178
Horizontal Trim  . . . . . . . . . . . 77 x 210
Horizontal Bleed . . . . . . . . . . 83  x 216
Vertical Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254 x 43
Vertical Trim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 297 x 52
Vertical Bleed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303 x 58

Junior Page  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .190 x 130

Double Page Spread
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254 x 394
Trim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 297 x 420
Bleed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303 x 436

Half Page Spread
Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .124 x 394
Trim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .146 x 420
Bleed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .152 x 436

Third  Page Spread
Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 x 394
Trim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .104 x 420
Bleed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .110 x 436

Quarter Page Spread
Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 x 394
Trim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .77 x 420
Bleed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .83 x 436

Products & Services advert
Standard entry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 x 40
Double entry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .160 x 40

(Dimensions: height x width mm)

MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS
Printed Web Offset.  Advertising copy can be supplied as QuarkXpress or InDesign files (including all
support files and fonts), high-resolution, press-optimized pdf, eps, tiff or jpg files. All graphics should be
supplied at 300dpi at size to be used. All colours should be CMYK or grayscale for mono.  Please also
supply a colour proof to the Production Manager at the address below as we cannot be held
responsible for any colour variations otherwise.  Please contact our Production Manager, Sarah Blake,
with any queries regarding supply of material, reproduction, etc.

LOOSE AND BOUND INSERTS
Please contact the Production Manager for mechanical data. The price for ‘tipping-on’ is passed 
on at cost i.e. £75 per thousand for hand tipping or £65.00 per thousand for machine tipping. 
Folding or extra cutting/trimming of inserts will be charged at cost.

CANCELLATIONS 4 weeks preceding the publication date.  

INSERTS 
A great way to attract sales leads by inserting your company literature into the main 
body of  Drives & Controls. Full circulation of 20,000 or split regional runs available.
Example: A4 single sheet full run £1970

A4 Inserts - printed on maximum 135gsm                       Loose              Bound
2 Pages - Single Sheet                                                             £1970              £2360
4 Pages - Double Sheet                                                           £3380              £3780
6 Pages - Three Sheet                                                               £4400              £4780
8 Pages - Four Sheet                                                                 £5240              £5600

A4 Inserts - printed on maximum 170gsm                       Loose              Bound
2 Pages - Single Sheet                                                             £2220              £2600
4 Pages - Double Sheet                                                           £3780              £4160
6 Pages - Three Sheet                                                              £4940              £5320
8 Pages - Four Sheet                                                                 £5900              £6260

A4 Inserts - printed on maximum 250gsm                       Loose              Bound
2 Pages - Single Sheet                                                             £2920              £3300
4 Pages - Double Sheet                                                           £4760              £5680
6 Pages - Three Sheet                                                              £6220              £6600
8 Pages - Four Sheet                                                                 £7220              £7600

A5 Inserts (Loose only)                                   135gsm         170gsm          250gsm
2 Pages                                                                 £1380              £1540               £1700
4 Pages                                                                 £1960              £2220              £2960
6 Pages                                                                 £2660             £3000              £3780
8 Pages                                                                 £3360             £3780              £4760

MECHANICAL DATA

DFA Media Ltd
Director of Sales
Damien Oxlee
t: +44 (0) 1732 370342 
e: damien.oxlee@dfamedia.co.uk

Business Development Manager 
DFA Direct
Ian Atkinson
t: +44 (0) 1732 370340
e: ian.atkinson@dfamedia.co.uk

Editor
Tony Sacks
t: +44 (0) 1732 370345  f: +44 (0) 1732 360034
e: tony@drives.co.uk

Production Manager
Sarah Blake
Poor Row Cottage, Cage Lane, 
Smarden, Kent TN27 8QD, UK
t: +44 (0) 1233 770781
e: sarah.blake@dfamedia.co.uk

Eastern USA Sales:
Karen C Smith-Kernc
t: +1 717 397 7100  f: +1 717 397 7800
e: KarenKCS@aol.com

Western USA and Canada Sales: 
Alan A Kernc
t: +1 717 397 7100  f: +1 717 397 7800
e: AlanKCS@aol.com

Head Office:
DFA Media Ltd, 192 High Street, 
Tonbridge, Kent  TN9 1BE, UK
t: +44 (0) 1732 370340  
f: +44 (0) 1732 360034
e: info@dfamedia.co.uk
w: www.drivesncontrols.com


