
    
    
        
        
	       
	    
		
	    

	    
		
	    

	    

            [image: ]

            



 









            
                [image: ]
                

                
                [image: ]
                

                
                [image: ]
                

                
                [image: ]
                

            

            
	        
    	            The global site of the UK's leading magazine for automation, motion engineering and power transmission 
        	

        	
        	    10 April, 2024
        	

            

            

        
        

        
        
        
Skip navigation
	Home
	News	World News


	UK News


	Technology News


	Product News


	Archive
	Last Month
	Browse articles by date







	Features	In Depth


	White Papers


	Safety Engineering


	Insight





	Blogs & Opinions	Editor's Comment


	Back to Basics


	Gambica


	Make UK


	Sponsored articles





	Buyer's Guide
	Events
	Jobs
	Magazine	Media Pack


	Contact us


	UK Subscriptions


	Non-UK Subscriptions


	Engineering Handbooks


	Direct Marketing


	Digital Issues
	Latest Issue
	Archive







	Exhibition
	Videos
	Webinars	Talking Industry


	Endorsed Webinars












        

        
            
        
        
       
        
            
                
            

            
		
            


            
                LinkedIn
            

            
            [image: ]
            

            
            
            
            


                Twitter
            


[image: Twitter link]





            

            
             
		
	    

                    
            
        

        
            
            
            
            
		
            


            
                
            


            
            
            
            
            

	
Home » 
News » 
World News






 









    
	
	    Print
		[image: ]
	    
	
    






	
Managed switches ‘will take market share from routers’



	05 November, 2013
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The share of the industrial communications market held by traditional standalone industrial routers is set to decline over the coming five years as sales of managed Ethernet switches rise, according to a new report by the analyst IHS.

In the past, standalone routers were used to interface networks over long distances, often via the Internet, providing the ability to link systems globally. Increasingly, however, Layer 3 switches are reaching the market that can perform the same routing functions. Most managed switches used to date in industrial networking have only Layer 2 functions and cannot be used for routing.
“The way networks are constructed is changing,” says senior IHS automation analyst, John Morse. He expects most of the changes to be at the controller-to-controller and enterprise levels, particularly where networks are being linked together. “These can be right next to each other or on the other side of the world,” he points out.
IHS is forecasting far higher growth rate rates for Layer 3 managed switches than for standalone routers over the period to 2017. It says that several drivers are behind this trend, of which cost is the most significant. A typical network will comprise many elements, including both managed and unmanaged switches. By including a Layer 3 switch, the network has a gateway to wide-area networks, including the Internet. Such a structure avoids the need for a separate router.
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 Predicted global revenue growth rates for industrial communications components 
 Source: IHS
 





As well as the cost savings resulting from reduced component counts, system designers will also be able to make use of the expanded functions that managed switches can provide, such as monitoring, data collection and port priority settings.
While most suppliers of industrial Ethernet equipment recognise the slower growth of router sales, they believe these devices will continue to have a place in modern industrial networks for the foreseeable future. IHS expects sales of routers to stay at a steady, low level for the next few years, while global sales of Layer 3 managed switches head towards $1bn.
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►  To view a digital copy of the latest issue of Drives & Controls, click here.

► To visit the digital library of past issues, click here 

►  To subscribe to the magazine, click here

 






    
                    
                     
                   	
                     

                    
                    
                     
                
               
                
                

                

                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                

                

                
		   
                

                
		   
                

                
		   
                

            
            
                Twitter  

                Tweets by @DrivesnControls
                
             

                

                
                
                
    		    
	        

                
		   
                

                
    
  Poll 
  



  "Do you think that robots create or destroy jobs?"

  
     Create

Destroy

Neither create nor destroy

Both create and destroy

Don't know

 
      
    

  

  	Current Results  





                

                
                    



                        Newsletter
                    





Newsletter

To register for our email newsletter, please enter your email address below











                    
                    


    
                    

    Events





	
Mach 2024

15 - 19 April, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK

	
Hannover Messe

22 - 26 April, 2024

Hannover, Germany

	
CWIEME Berlin

14 - 16 May, 2024

Berlin, Germany

	
Drives & Controls

05 - 06 June, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK

	
Smart Manufacturing & Engineering Week

05 - 06 June, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK






	Click here to see all 7 events










            
                    


                

                
                  

                 
                        Most Read Articles
                    

                    



Most read 

	7 days
	14 days
	1 month




	Omron joins Neura to ‘revolutionise’ manu...
	Nidec and KPS ‘in bidding battle’ for Sie...
	Automated tester puts the squeeze on tenn...
	UK start-up uses robots to build homes in...
	AI-powered 3D machine vision system is ‘w...
	Nvidia unveils multiple robot technologies
	UK GaN motor drive pioneer doubles crowdf...
	79% of UK manufacturers put their faith i...
	Mercedes and BMW explore using humanoid r...
	Drivetrain portfolio combines real and di...


	Nidec and KPS ‘in bidding battle’ for Sie...
	Nvidia unveils multiple robot technologies
	Automated tester puts the squeeze on tenn...
	Omron joins Neura to ‘revolutionise’ manu...
	UK start-up uses robots to build homes in...
	Siemens is buying ebm-papst’s drive techn...
	Mercedes and BMW explore using humanoid r...
	Siemens, UR and Zivid combine to solve lo...
	Drivetrain portfolio combines real and di...
	79% of UK manufacturers put their faith i...


	Nidec and KPS ‘in bidding battle’ for Sie...
	Drive is designed to maximise efficiency...
	Siemens is buying ebm-papst’s drive techn...
	Chinese motor-maker Moons sets up UK oper...
	UK motor-maker Saietta enters administration
	HVAC-R drives help OEMs to move to F-Gas...
	Motors and inverters benefit from £360m m...
	Automated tester puts the squeeze on tenn...
	‘Revolutionary’ multi-role breaker is up...
	Roadmap aims to secure the future of UK m...





                
                
            

        
        

        
        
        

        
        
        
        	
	Drives & Controls
	About
	Contacts
	Subscribe (UK)
	Subscribe (non UK)
	Digital Issues
	Engineering Handbooks
	Publishing Programme
	Download Media Pack

	Sitemap
	Privacy Policy
	Cookies
	Terms and Conditions
	Legal Notice
	Disclaimer


	Other Publications
	Hydraulics & Pneumatics
	Offshore Engineering & Equipment
	Plant & Works Engineering
	Power Electronics Europe
	Smart Futures

	Events
	Talking Industry
	[image: ]


©DFA Media Group 1999-2024

	

        

        

        
[image: ]
    





   


