
    
    
        
        
	       
	    
		
	    

	    
		
	    

	    

            [image: ]

            



 









            
                [image: ]
                

                
                [image: ]
                

                
                [image: ]
                

                
                [image: ]
                

            

            
	        
    	            The global site of the UK's leading magazine for automation, motion engineering and power transmission 
        	

        	
        	    9 April, 2024
        	

            

            

        
        

        
        
        
Skip navigation
	Home
	News	World News


	UK News


	Technology News


	Product News


	Archive
	Last Month
	Browse articles by date







	Features	In Depth


	White Papers


	Safety Engineering


	Insight





	Blogs & Opinions	Editor's Comment


	Back to Basics


	Gambica


	Make UK


	Sponsored articles





	Buyer's Guide
	Events
	Jobs
	Magazine	Media Pack


	Contact us


	UK Subscriptions


	Non-UK Subscriptions


	Engineering Handbooks


	Direct Marketing


	Digital Issues
	Latest Issue
	Archive







	Exhibition
	Videos
	Webinars	Talking Industry


	Endorsed Webinars












        

        
            
        
        
       
        
            
                
            

            
		
            


            
                LinkedIn
            

            
            [image: ]
            

            
            
            
            


                Twitter
            


[image: Twitter link]





            

            
             
		
	    

                    
            
        

        
            
            
            
            
		
            


            
                
            


            
            
            
            
            

	
Home » 
News » 
World News






 









    
	
	    Print
		[image: ]
	    
	
    






	
Robots ‘will create 2m jobs in eight years’



	28 February, 2013
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Industrial robots will create more than two million jobs over the next eight years, according to a study conducted for the International Federation of Robotics (IFR). The study, by the London consultancy Metra Martech, also concludes that robots already in use by 2011 directly created a total of 4–6m jobs – equivalent to an average of three to five jobs for every robot in service. If jobs created indirectly are added, the total number is 8–10m.

 “Our study proves that robots create jobs,” says the IFR’s general secretary, Gudrun Litzenberger. “It is a matter of fact that productivity and competiveness are indispensable for a manufacturing enterprise to be successful on the global market. Robotics and automation are the solution. Certain jobs may be reduced by robotics and automation, but the study highlights that consequently many more jobs are created!”
 The IFR’s own statistics reveal that despite the weak economic climate last year, more than 160,000 robots were sold worldwide – close to an all-time record. Sales in Europe were lower than in 2011, while those in Asia stagnated. But in the Americas, robot sales surged ahead. Between 2002 and 2012, global robot sales grew by an annual average of about 9%.
 The Metra Martech study – an update of one first published in 2011 – says that robots have the effect of rebalancing world manufacturing economics, enabling higher labour-cost countries to compete globally. This results in increased sales of manufactured products, leading to more manufacturing jobs and creating higher-paying support jobs. According to the study, where automation displaces people in manufacturing, it almost always increases output, creates new markets, and generates the need for downstream jobs to get the product to the consumer.
 The study focuses on six countries and finds that manufacturing employment has risen in all of them, except Japan, which was and early adopter and, until recently, had the most robots per manufacturing employee. In the 11 years covered by the study, the level of robotics use has almost doubled in the five other countries.
 
 Japan and Korea now have the most robots per manufacturing employee, with more than 300 per 10,000 employees. Germany follows with more than 250 per 10,000 employees, while the level of penetration in the US is less than half that of Japan and Korea.
 Adoption rates are generally rising, with the number of robots in use in China soaring by 210% between 2008 and 2011. The figure for the same period in Korea was 57%, in the US it was 41%, and in Germany it was 11%.


 The study points out that robots can improve existing plant efficiencies because they can be added easily to improve operations without redesigning machines and production lines.
 Although the automotive industry continues to be the largest user of robots, applications in other industries are expanding. The report cites the food industry as an area for growth where robot use is currently low. Robots can help the industry to boost productivity, lower worker injuries, and meet more stringent hygiene conditions. Many jobs in food manufacturing, it adds, involve repetitive, physically demanding work, leading to repetitive-strain injuries. 
 The pharmaceutical industry is another industry that has been slow to adopt robots but is under pressure to cut costs, increase production accuracy, and achieve flexible manufacturing.
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►  To view a digital copy of the latest issue of Drives & Controls, click here.

► To visit the digital library of past issues, click here 

►  To subscribe to the magazine, click here
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