
    
    
        
        
	       
	    
		
	    

	    
		
	    

	    

            [image: ]

            



 









            
                [image: ]
                

                
                [image: ]
                

                
                [image: ]
                

                
                [image: ]
                

            

            
	        
    	            The global site of the UK's leading magazine for automation, motion engineering and power transmission 
        	

        	
        	    9 April, 2024
        	

            

            

        
        

        
        
        
Skip navigation
	Home
	News	World News


	UK News


	Technology News


	Product News


	Archive
	Last Month
	Browse articles by date







	Features	In Depth


	White Papers


	Safety Engineering


	Insight





	Blogs & Opinions	Editor's Comment


	Back to Basics


	Gambica


	Make UK


	Sponsored articles





	Buyer's Guide
	Events
	Jobs
	Magazine	Media Pack


	Contact us


	UK Subscriptions


	Non-UK Subscriptions


	Engineering Handbooks


	Direct Marketing


	Digital Issues
	Latest Issue
	Archive







	Exhibition
	Videos
	Webinars	Talking Industry


	Endorsed Webinars












        

        
            
        
        
       
        
            
                
            

            
		
            


            
                LinkedIn
            

            
            [image: ]
            

            
            
            
            


                Twitter
            


[image: Twitter link]





            

            
             
		
	    

                    
            
        

        
            
            
            
            
		
            


            
                
            


            
            
            
            
            

	






 









    
	
	    Print
		[image: ]
	    
	
    






	
Robotics research gets a £16m boost as UK’s largest lab opens



	09 June, 2012

 



The UK’s largest robotics laboratory has been opened officially by the Minister for Universities and Science, David Willetts, who also announced a £16m programme to develop smart machines, funded jointly by government and industry.

More than £1.65m has been spent on the new Bristol Robotics Laboratory (BRL), which is a partnership between UWE Bristol (University of the West of England) and the University of Bristol. The BRL, which covers about 2,400m2 with more than 300m2 of specialised laboratory space, will be home to a multidisciplinary community of 70 academics and businesses. 

Projects already underway at BRL are looking at robot-human interactions, energy autonomy, soft robots with artificial muscles, and non-linear robotics control.

Willetts also announced funding for 22 university-based research projects on robotics and intelligent autonomous systems, across the UK. Led by the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC), the scheme has attracted more than £4m of support from industry.

“Robotics and autonomous intelligent systems are areas of science in which the UK has world-class expertise, but to reap the full benefits for the economy and society we need to get better at applying the technology to industry,” Willetts said. “This £16m investment will bring together leaders from the research base and business to develop systems for a range of important sectors, from transport to aerospace.

One project, at Newcastle University, aims to develop autonomous condition monitoring systems with applications for railways and the nuclear industry. And Cranfield University is planning to use the funding to extend previous research on novel sensing, electronic maintenance and decision-making strategies.
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►  To view a digital copy of the latest issue of Drives & Controls, click here.

► To visit the digital library of past issues, click here 

►  To subscribe to the magazine, click here
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  "Do you think that robots create or destroy jobs?"

  
     Create

Destroy

Neither create nor destroy

Both create and destroy

Don't know
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Mach 2024

15 - 19 April, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK

	
Hannover Messe

22 - 26 April, 2024

Hannover, Germany

	
CWIEME Berlin

14 - 16 May, 2024

Berlin, Germany

	
Drives & Controls

05 - 06 June, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK

	
Smart Manufacturing & Engineering Week

05 - 06 June, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK






	Click here to see all 7 events
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