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Government body calls for mandatory motor efficiencies by 2010



	01 July, 2006

 



Government body calls for mandatory motor efficiencies by 2010
 The body responsible for guiding the UK Government`s policy on the efficiency of motor-driven systems, is calling for a radical overhaul of the present Eff labelling system and recommending that minimum levels of motor efficiency be made mandatory by 2010.
 In a series of briefing notes just published, the Government`s Market Transformation Programme (MTP):
 • reports that the current Eff labelling scheme, which dates back to 1999, "is no longer representative of the best-in-class motors that have since become available";
 • says "it is imperative to update the labelling scheme";
 • calls for a better motor efficiency testing standard than the current one, which is "insufficiently accurate and needs revision or replacing";
 • recommends the introduction of mandatory Minimum Energy Performance Standards (MEPSs) as the most effective method for improving the efficiency of the UK`s motor stock;
 • estimates that, if a MEPS based on the existing Eff1 classification came into force by 2010, it would generate annual savings of 1.96TWh by 2020; and
 • suggests promoting other energy-efficient motor technologies.
 To help achieve these changes, the Government is contributing £20,000 to a new international initiative aimed at accelerating the global harmonisation of motor testing procedures and performance standards.
 The current energy efficiency labelling scheme was drawn up in the 1990s by the European Commission and CEMEP, the body that represents Europe`s motor-makers. At CEMEP`s insistence, the scheme was made voluntary with no requirement for buyers to specify high-efficiency motors.
 The scheme has succeeded in cutting the numbers of poor-efficiency Eff3 motors from 68% of all four-pole machines sold in the EU in 1998, to just 9% by 2004. At the same time, sales of mid-efficiency Eff2 machines have soared from 29% to 86% of all motors sold.
 [image: ]
 But sales of high-efficiency Eff1 machines have not taken off as rapidly as hoped. Across the EU, sales rose from 2% in 1998 to just 5% by 2004. In the UK, the penetration of Eff1 machines has been slightly higher, accounting for an estimated 15% of motor sales this year. In part, this has been due to the availability of Enhanced Capital Allowances (ECAs) which give tax relief on energy-saving technologies.
 But according to the MTP, sales of Eff1 motors appear to be stagnating at this level and are "not expected to increase much further with existing policies".
 Several other countries have already implemented, or are planning, mandatory MEPS schemes, including:
 • the US, where 56% of motors sold now meet the Eff1-equivalent EPAct efficiency standards set in 1992, and a further 16% comply with the more demanding NEMA Premium specification introduced in 2001;
 • Australia, which has had an Eff2-equivalent MEPS since 2001 and has raised the bar this year to prohibit the import or sale of sub-Eff1 motors in the range 0.73-185kW; and
 • China, which has implemented an Eff2-equivalent minimum specification, and plans to raise this to the equivalent of Eff1 by 2010.
 As well as raising efficiency levels, the MTP wants any new efficiency labelling scheme to embrace more motors than the original scheme, which was limited to two- and four-pole squirrel-cage induction motors in the range 1.1-90kW. The MTP position papers suggest the scheme should be expanded to cover ratings from 1.1-400kW, and to include six- and eight-pole motors.
 The MTP describes the ECA scheme as "an effective way of increasing the uptake of high-efficiency motors" but adds that "its efficacy could be increased by broadening its remit to cover different types of motor".
 The MTP points out that the position papers are "illustrative" and "do not imply commitment by Government". The papers can be downloaded from the Programme`s Web site. Comments on the documents can be submitted to the MTP.
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►  To view a digital copy of the latest issue of Drives & Controls, click here.

► To visit the digital library of past issues, click here 

►  To subscribe to the magazine, click here

 






    
                    
                     
                   	
                     

                    
                    
                     
                
               
                
                

                

                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                

                

                
		   
                

                
		   
                

                
		   
                

            
            
                Twitter  

                Tweets by @DrivesnControls
                
             

                

                
                
                
    		    
	        

                
		   
                

                
    
  Poll 
  



  "Do you think that robots create or destroy jobs?"

  
     Create

Destroy

Neither create nor destroy

Both create and destroy

Don't know

 
      
    

  

  	Current Results  





                

                
                    



                        Newsletter
                    





Newsletter

To register for our email newsletter, please enter your email address below











                    
                    


    
                    

    Events





	
Mach 2024

15 - 19 April, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK

	
Hannover Messe

22 - 26 April, 2024

Hannover, Germany

	
CWIEME Berlin

14 - 16 May, 2024

Berlin, Germany

	
Drives & Controls

05 - 06 June, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK

	
Smart Manufacturing & Engineering Week

05 - 06 June, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK






	Click here to see all 7 events










            
                    


                

                
                  

                 
                        Most Read Articles
                    

                    



Most read 

	7 days
	14 days
	1 month




	Omron joins Neura to ‘revolutionise’ manu...
	Nidec and KPS ‘in bidding battle’ for Sie...
	Automated tester puts the squeeze on tenn...
	UK start-up uses robots to build homes in...
	AI-powered 3D machine vision system is ‘w...
	Nvidia unveils multiple robot technologies
	UK GaN motor drive pioneer doubles crowdf...
	79% of UK manufacturers put their faith i...
	Mercedes and BMW explore using humanoid r...
	Drivetrain portfolio combines real and di...


	Nidec and KPS ‘in bidding battle’ for Sie...
	Nvidia unveils multiple robot technologies
	Automated tester puts the squeeze on tenn...
	Omron joins Neura to ‘revolutionise’ manu...
	UK start-up uses robots to build homes in...
	Siemens is buying ebm-papst’s drive techn...
	Mercedes and BMW explore using humanoid r...
	Siemens, UR and Zivid combine to solve lo...
	Drivetrain portfolio combines real and di...
	79% of UK manufacturers put their faith i...


	Nidec and KPS ‘in bidding battle’ for Sie...
	Drive is designed to maximise efficiency...
	Siemens is buying ebm-papst’s drive techn...
	Chinese motor-maker Moons sets up UK oper...
	UK motor-maker Saietta enters administration
	HVAC-R drives help OEMs to move to F-Gas...
	Motors and inverters benefit from £360m m...
	Automated tester puts the squeeze on tenn...
	‘Revolutionary’ multi-role breaker is up...
	Roadmap aims to secure the future of UK m...





                
                
            

        
        

        
        
        

        
        
        
        	
	Drives & Controls
	About
	Contacts
	Subscribe (UK)
	Subscribe (non UK)
	Digital Issues
	Engineering Handbooks
	Publishing Programme
	Download Media Pack

	Sitemap
	Privacy Policy
	Cookies
	Terms and Conditions
	Legal Notice
	Disclaimer


	Other Publications
	Hydraulics & Pneumatics
	Offshore Engineering & Equipment
	Plant & Works Engineering
	Power Electronics Europe
	Smart Futures

	Events
	Talking Industry
	[image: ]


©DFA Media Group 1999-2024

	

        

        

        
[image: ]
    





   


