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Industrial networking sales head for $5.6bn by 2012







Published:  04 December, 2008









The global market for industrial networking products will expand with a CAGR of 24.6% over the period to 2012, by when it will be worth more than $5.6bn, says a new study from the US market analyst, VDC Research. The study looks at networking components, connectors and cables, and network management software   


The bulk of sales (more than $1.2bn out of a market worth a total of $1.8bn in 2007) are for products that support Ethernet. VDC predicts that Ethernet-based shipments will grow at a 28.5% CAGR to more than $4.5bn by 2012. Ethernet’s share of the total industrial networking market will rise from about 69% in 2007, to more than 80% by 2012. 

While Ethernet is gaining market share, it is not simply displacing other bus and network protocols. Several popular application-layer protocols being used with industrial Ethernet networks have been adopted from standard industrial buses and networks. Most of the major industrial bus organisations – including those behind Ethernet/IP, Foundation Fieldbus HSE, Modbus TCP, and Profinet – have introduced Ethernet versions of their protocols.   
 
VDC expects industrial Ethernet networking to maintain a substantial growth rate over the coming four years. However, there will be growing competition from wireless networks. VDC points out that the growing acceptance of Ethernet is helping to promote the acceptance of wireless Ethernet networks.  
 
But, for the present, at least, many plant-floor automation users are finding hard-wired networking products to be more reliable than wireless. They are looking for interference-free performance with high reliability and security. End-users usually feel that hard-wired products guarantee this best. 











Related articles:
	Functional safety architecture cuts costs for CNC machine-builders

	Composite busbars are 35% cheaper and half the weight

	Prices of compact AC drives drop by 4% in Europe
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	New HQ doubles distributor’s floor space
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►  To view a digital copy of the latest issue of Drives & Controls, click here.

► To visit the digital library of past issues, click here 

►  To subscribe to the magazine, click here
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  "Do you think that robots create or destroy jobs?"

  
     Create

Destroy

Neither create nor destroy

Both create and destroy

Don't know
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Mach 2024

15 - 19 April, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK

	
Hannover Messe

22 - 26 April, 2024

Hannover, Germany

	
CWIEME Berlin

14 - 16 May, 2024

Berlin, Germany

	
Drives & Controls

05 - 06 June, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK

	
Smart Manufacturing & Engineering Week

05 - 06 June, 2024

NEC, Birmingham, UK






	Click here to see all 7 events
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