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Mitsubishi aims to double European market share



	09 May, 2007

 









Mitsubishi Electric has set itself the goal of doubling its share of the European industrial automation market to 8% by 2010. It plans to achieve this through a combination of organic growth, acquisitions and partnerships. 

Last September, Mitsubishi bought 15% of its long-term Scandinavian partner Beijers Electronics Automation for SEK45m (€4.8m) and it has recently acquired Tre Diamanti, the rebranded distribution arm of the Italian drives specialist, SCS. Tre Diamanti, which is Mitsubishi’s largest drives distributor in Europe, sells €11m-worth of inverters a year.

Mitsubishi is also opening Factory Automation (FA) Centres in the Czech Republic and Poland to support its Central and Eastern European automation business. 

Mitsubishi sees Europe as being a vital region, with the eastward expansion of the European Union being a driver that will fuel economic growth for decades, partly through a dynamic, high-performance manufacturing sector.

[image: Mitsubishi`s Noriaki Himi]

"Mitsubishi Electric has been actively building its automation business across Europe since the inception of its pan-European business group in 2003," says Noriaki Himi (above), product marketing director for Mitsubishi Factory Automation in Europe. "With these latest actions we are cementing our commitment to the European market and plan to be one of the leading suppliers of hi-tech quality automation products for long into the foreseeable future." 

Last year, Mitsubishi boosted its European sales of compact PLCs by 17%, modular controllers by 23%, servo systems by 24.7% and frequency inverter drives by 16.7%.
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►  To view a digital copy of the latest issue of Drives & Controls, click here.

► To visit the digital library of past issues, click here 

►  To subscribe to the magazine, click here
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  "Do you think that robots create or destroy jobs?"
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