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PI extends Profinet into process automation



	10 April, 2007

 









Profibus International is standardising the use of Profinet in process automation. After integrating Profibus PA into Profinet IO, PI has extended its work to include the integration of Hart (which it completed recently) and Foundation Fieldbus (which it expects to complete by mid 2007). PI plans to optimise Profinet for use in process automation without changing its core functions.

The work on Hart and FF will allow already installed process instruments to continue to be used unchanged in Profinet systems, regardless whether they use Hart, Profibus PA or Foundation Fieldbus.

Over the next two to three years, PI working groups will concentrate on challenges such as system redundancy, and time synchronisation and stamping. At the same time, Profibus application profiles covering items such as intelligent pumps and weighing devices will be extended for use with Profinet.

The completed Profinet system for process automation is expected to be available by 2008 or 2009.
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►  To view a digital copy of the latest issue of Drives & Controls, click here.

► To visit the digital library of past issues, click here 
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  "Do you think that robots create or destroy jobs?"

  
     Create

Destroy

Neither create nor destroy

Both create and destroy

Don't know
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Drives & Controls
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Smart Manufacturing & Engineering Week
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	Click here to see all 7 events
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