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 In brief 
 • AMI Semiconductor has developed a chip containing a microstepping motor driver for remote and multiple-axis positioning applications. The chip combines the positioning electronics, driver, and bus connection in a single package which is suitable for industrial applications such as robotics and XYZ tables, as well as for automotive positioning applications such as idle controls and headlamp levelling.
 • The Health & Safety Executive has issued new guidance on the safe use and cleaning of solvent degreasing plants. Safe use of solvent degreasing plant (EIS20), summarises the main precautions that should be taken, while an earlier publication, Maintenance and cleaning of solvent degreasing plant (EIS20) has been revised and updated. Details on (44) 01787 881165
 • International Rectifier has introduced an integrated power module said to simplify the design of low-power variable speed drives. The IRAMS10UP60 PlugNDrive module incorporates a three-phase inverter power stage with gate drivers and auxiliary circuitry. It is rated at 10A and designed for 400—750W motors used in applications such as air conditioners and domestic appliances.
 • The National Physical Laboratory (NPL) is asking for suggestions from industry on the content of a £8m DTI-sponsored research programme into materials performance, that is due to start next April. The aim is develop projects on measurement techniques, test methods and predictive tools that are relevant to the current and future needs of UK industry. Industrial collaborations are expected to take the value of the three-year programme to £12m. Details on (44) 0208 943 6701.
 • Sanken Electric has developed three high-current inverter modules for appliance applications which are being unveiled by its subsidiary, Allegro Microsystems, at the PCIM show in Nuremberg this month. The modules, which are said to provide energy savings, will be manufactured on a mass-production line that also makes modules for other markets, thus allowing the production of semi-custom devices.
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►  To view a digital copy of the latest issue of Drives & Controls, click here.

► To visit the digital library of past issues, click here 

►  To subscribe to the magazine, click here
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  "Do you think that robots create or destroy jobs?"
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